
Euxenite group  - (Y,Ca,Ce,U,Th)(Nb,Ta,Ti)2O6 

Hardness: 5.5–6.5. Cleavage: No data. Usually radioactive. Overall excellent chemical resistance. 

Insoluble in water. Inert to acids except hot concentrated acids (HCl or H2SO4) acting on powder. 

Usual brown coatings cannot be removed without destroying the specimen. May be hygroscopic; 

store in sealed container with desiccant. 

 

A group of similar minerals expected to have similar physical and chemical properties. Formula 

given is for euxenite-(Y). 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as euxenite): Lyndochite, polycrase [both synonyms of 

euxenite-(Y); Crawford indicates this variety is soluble in H2SO4 with decomposition]. 

 

References 

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-1425.html 

Hardinger, S. (2025) Mineral Specimen Cleaning and Development for the Amateur, 339 p. 

Crawford, J. (2009) Solubility data on 646 common and not so common minerals. 

www.mindat.org/article.php/553/ 

Deeson, A., Ed. (1973) The Collector's Encyclopedia of Rocks & Minerals, 288 p. Clarkson N. 

Potter, Inc., New York. 

Howie, F., Ed. (1992) The Care and Conservation of Geological Material, 138 p. Routledge, 

London. 

King, R. (1985) The care of minerals section 3A: The curation of minerals. Journal of the Russell 

Society, 1 (3), 94–113. https://www.mindat.org/jrs/JRS%20Vol%2001-3.pdf 

King, R. (1986) The care of minerals section 3B: The curation of minerals. Journal of the Russell 

Society, 1 (4), 129–148. https://www.mindat.org/jrs/JRS%20Vol%2001-4.pdf 

Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York. 


