Epidote - (CaCa)(AlAIFe*")O[Si207][SiO4](OH)

Hardness: 6. Cleavage: Perfect. Insoluble in water. Partially decomposed by hot concentrated HCI
with gel formation but otherwise stable to acids. Tolerates all dithionite derusting recipes as well
as hot oxalic acid. No luster lost when derusted with hot oxalic acid. Stable to NH4HF,. Skarn
minerals such as epidote often exposed from enclosing calcite by acid treatment, but prolonged
exposure may deluster. Crystals in skarn matrix may be cemented together by calcite so acid

treatment may cause disintegration.

Varieties/related species (treat same as epidote): Arendalite, okkolite, pistacite, tawmawite,

withamite.

Unakite is a rock composed of epidote, orthoclase and quartz. Treat as epidote, the most chemically

fragile component.
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