
Dolomite - CaMg(CO3)2 
 

Hardness: 3.5 - 4. Cleavage: Perfect. Slowly soluble in cold acids (but less vigorously than calcite); 

faster in warm acids. Only very slowly attacked by cold concentrated citric acid and may tolerate 

acetic acid. Formic acid, acetic acid or citric acid sometimes recommended for cleaning. Acetic 

acid-based lime removing products may also work; lime removers based on citric acid are milder 

and may also be effective (said to attack some carbonate deposits without etching dolomite). When 

in doubt treat as calcite. Etched by EDTA, citrate (in Iron OUT, Waller's solution and Bridge's 

solution) and other chelators. Derust with pure sodium dithionite or Jacquard Hydro. Derusting by 

brief immersion in dilute HCl sometimes recommended but this derusts by etching and should be 

avoided if possible. A quick dip in dilute acid may remove minor surface blemished but tends to 

produce a rounded, melted appearance if immersed too long. 
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