
Diopside - CaMgSi2O6 

Hardness: 5.5–6.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Hard enough to be scraped with steel implements but 

use care. Insoluble in water. Resists all common acids. Oxalic acid may be useful to loosen or 

remove coatings. Remove calcite with HCl. Stable to NH4HF2. May be photosensitive. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as diopside): Alalite, chrome augite (lavrovite), chrome 

diopside, coccolite, malacolite, salite (sahlite), schefferite, violane. 
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