
Cowlesite - CaAl2Si3O10·6H2O 
Hardness: 5–5.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Brittle. Tschernich states this mineral is very soft and so 

exposed crystal groups should never be touched or wrapped, which seems contrary to expectations 

based on the reported Mohs hardness. Tolerates sonication. Broad intolerance to chemical 

treatment. Quickly attacked by HCl. Likely intolerant to oxalic acid, as are many zeolites. 
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