
Corundum - Al2O3 
Hardness: 9. Cleavage: None observed. Very hard and tough. Dust is toxic if inhaled. Not thermally 

sensitive. Insoluble in water. Tolerates sonication well. Excellent chemical resistance. Inert to all 

acids, even when hot and concentrated. Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA, hot oxalic acid, hot alkali and 

NH4HF2. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as corundum): Emery, oriental amethyst, oriental emerald, 

oriental topaz, padparascha padparadschah), ruby, sapphire (photosensitive; may fade). 
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