Cordierite - (Mg,Fe)2Al3(AlSisO1s)

Hardness: 7-7.5. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. Insoluble in water. Very slightly attacked by
concentrated acids (Crawford reports soluble in HC1 with gel formation and insoluble in HNOs or
H>S04); most acids acceptable for cleaning but minimize contact. Rohner reports sensitivity to
NH;3, but this is questionable. Weather, pseudomorphed or otherwise altered crystals often of
unknown composition and therefore all cleaning chemicals should be avoided. May be

photosensitive; pink samples may turn grey.
Varieties/related species (treat same as cordierite): Iolite.
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