
Copiapite (Ihleite) - Fe2+Fe3+4(SO4)6(OH)2·20H2O 
Hardness: 2.5–3. Cleavage: Perfect. Easily soluble in water and therefore intolerant of any aqueous 

treatment. Easily soluble in acids (Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4 but this is 

doubtful given this mineral's water solubility). Hygroscopic; store in a sealed container with 

desiccant. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as copiapite): Aluminocopiapite, calcicopiapite, 

cuprocopiapite, ferricopiapite, magnesiocopiapite. 
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