Cinnabar - HgS

Hardness = 2 - 2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Soft; brittle. Broad tolerance to sonication. Stable to Iron
OUT with or without EDTA. Avoid strong acid treatment as this may destroy associated rare
species. Inert to cold concentrated citric acid; use to etch calcite/dolomite matrix. Photosensitive;

becomes dark. This coating sometimes removable by gentle work with cotton swab.
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