Chrysotile - Mg3(Si205)(OH)4

Hardness: 2.5. Cleavage: No data. Asbestiform material liable to produce harmful (toxic and
carcinogenic) asbestos fibers on handling. Insoluble in water but acicular material may become
matted, therefore clean with anhydrous alcohol or acetone only. Decomposed by HCI (possibly
with gel formation). Insoluble in HNO3 or H>SO4. Derust with any dithionite recipe or oxalic acid;
fibrous nature required prolonged soak in clean water after derusting to prevent yellow stains upon

drying. See also serpentine.

Varieties/related species (treat same as chrysotile): Clinochrysotile, ishkyldite, marmolite

(cooperite), retinalite.
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