Chabazite group - (Ca,K>,Na2)2[Al:S14012]2-12H20

Hardness: 4-5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Brittle. Insoluble in water. Tolerates sonication but
sensitive to thermal shock. Fractured crystals may not tolerate sonication whereas unfractured
crystals do but may become dislodged if the matrix is friable. Acid tolerance widely variable.
Attacked by HCI (with gel formation) but some other acids may be tolerated for a short period.
Crawford reports soluble in HCI and insoluble in HNO; or H2SO4. Becomes snow white and matte
when treated with oxalic acid. Attacked by 20% formic acid. Remove calcite with warm acetic
acid and manganese hydroxides/oxides with ascorbic acid. Derust with oxalic acid. May be stable
to heating with mildly alkaline laboratory cleaner or household dish soap but generally avoid

strong detergent, NH3 or soap. Attacked by hot alkali.

The chabazite group is a series of minerals in which calcium, potassium, magnesium, sodium or

strontium may substitute. The data given here is for chabazite-(Ca).

Varieties/related species (treat same as chabazite): Herschelite, phacolite, seebachite,

willhendersonite.
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