Cassiterite - SnO;

Hardness: 6.5-7. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. Hard; surface crusts can be removed with razor blade
or sharp knife, although air abrasion is preferable. Insoluble in water. Crystals have excellent
resistance to acids whereas powder may be attacked by hot concentrated acids. Rohner and
Crawford report sensitivity to H;PO4, HNO3, HCI and H2SO4 but this probably refers to action of
hot, concentrated acid on the powdered mineral. Sinkankas (1970) reports very slightly attacked
by HCI or HNO:;. Stable to hot alkali or NH4HF>. (Weast reports decomposed by NaOH or KOH
but this likely refers to the fused salts.)

Varieties/related species (treat same as cassiterite): Toads eye tin, wood tin.
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