
Bournonite (Bournite) - PbCuSbS3 
Hardness: 2.5–3. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. Brittle. May be toxic. Acicular crystals may mat in 

water (but not dissolve) so rinse in alcohol or acetone instead. Decomposed in acids, most 

effectively in hot concentrated HCl (Crawford reports insoluble in HCl or H2SO4). Sensitive to 

HNO3 (solution becomes cloudy due to S precipitate) or NH3. Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA. 
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