
Borax - Na2(B4O5)(OH)4·8H2O 
Hardness =  2 - 2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Rapidly dissolves in water and acids. Insoluble in alcohols 

or acetone. Rinse only in the mother liquor from which the specimen was formed. Brine (saturated 

NaCl), or anhydrous alcohols less satisfactory. Loses water and converts to powdery, white 

tincalconite on exposure to air so needs special storage. 
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