Aragonite (Ktypéite) - CaCO;

Hardness: 3.5—4. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Fragile; brittle. Dust is mildly toxic. Acicular form may
become matted (but not dissolved by) in water; clean with anhydrous alcohol or acetone only.
Easily attacked by and/or soluble in all acids, most with mild to vigorous CO; evolution. Clean in
distilled water. Avoid all strong detergents, soaps, strong alkali and NHs. Likely attacked by
chelating agents present in most dithionite recipes; derust with Jacquard Hydro or pure sodium
dithionite only. Immediately attacked with effervescence by NH4HF. Soluble in NH4ClI. Colored

samples may be photosensitive (fade).
Varieties/related species (treat same as aragonite): Flos-ferri, tarnowitzite.
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