
Anhydrite - CaSO4 
Hardness: 3–3.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Fragile; easily cleaved. Brittle. Sensitive to thermal shock. 

Insoluble to slightly soluble in water. Slowly attacked by cold acids; faster when warm (Crawford 

reports soluble in HCl and insoluble in HNO3 or H2SO4). Very slightly soluble in glycerine. May 

be sensitive to alkalis and NH3. Avoid chelators; check SDS of detergents and soaps. Derust with 

Jacquard Hydro only, but somewhat soluble in Na2S2O3 (dithionite decomposition product) so 

minimize exposure time. Photosensitive; blue specimens may become colorless. May absorb water 

from a humid atmosphere; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as anhydrite): Tripestone, vulpinite. 
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