Amber - Polymeric organic material

Hardness: 2-2.5. Cleavage: None observed. Brittle. Easily scratched. May be sensitive to
sonication and warm temperatures. Insoluble in water. Attacked by HNO3. Clean with mild soap
and water but avoid strong alkali and NHs. Attacked by many organic solvents. May be
photosensitive; when exposed to light may be altered by air, moisture and/or atmospheric

pollutants. Prone to shrinkage after dehydration.
Varieties/related species (treat same as amber): Bacalite, roumanite (rumanite), simetite.
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