Almandine (Almandite) - Fe?*3Al(SiO4)3

Hardness: 7-7.5. Cleavage: None reported. Insoluble in water. Inert to HCI, HNO3 or H2SOs.
Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA as well as hot oxalic acid. Adhering mica removed with steel tools or
air abrasion. Use dilute HCI to remove enclosing calcite. In some cases, badly fractured crystals
cemented together with carbonates or iron oxides, whose removal will cause the specimen to

disintegrate.

Varieties/related species (treat same as almandine): Carbuncle, common garnet, precious garnet,

pyrope (see separate entry for this mineral), rhodolite.
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