
Actinolite - Ca2(Mg;Fe2+)5Si8O22(OH)2  
Hardness: 5–6. Cleavage: Good. Easily cleaved; avoid vigorous scrubbing. Insoluble in water but 

fibrous forms (byssolite) may become matted. Byssolite variety also may be intolerant of 

sonication. Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA. Insoluble in HCl and most other acids. When iron-rich 

slightly attacked by warm H2SO4 or carbon dioxide-rich water. Minor mass loss but luster retained 

after seven days when treated with NH4HF2. Tolerates H2O2. Mountain leather (mountain cork) 

variety may absorb impurities from water and become discolored; use only distilled water for 

cleaning. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as actinolite): Byssolite. 

 

Uralite is most frequently (but not always) an actinolite pseudomorph after other species. Treat 

this material as actinolite but test a small area or lower quality specimen first. 
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