Acanthite - Ag,S

Hardness = 2 - 2 1/2. Cleavage: Indistinct. Soft and sectile. Avoid steel tools and other harsh
mechanical cleaning methods. Soluble in HNOs. Slowly to rapidly attacked by acids, except for
cold, concentrated citric acid. Photosensitive; darkens on exposure to light, forming a sooty

coating, removable with brief sonication (with detergent in bath).
Argentite is stable only above 177°C, so specimens labeled as such are actually acanthite.
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